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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, February 24, 2008
Tone 6 / Eothenon 6
First and Second Discoveries of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head & Sunday of the
Prodigal Son

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the
world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE FORERUNNER’S HEAD DISCOVERY IN TONE FOUR
From the earth rose the head of the Forerunner, bequeathing to believers incorruptible rays of

healing, gathering the crowds of angels from above and calling below the races of mankind to
address their voices in unison in glory to Christ God.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION IN TONE FOUR
Today is the beginning of our salvation and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for
the Son of God becometh the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do
we shout with him to the Theotokos, Rejoice, and O full of grace! The Lord is with thee.
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KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE
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When I disobeyed in ignorance Thy Fatherly glory, I wasted in iniquities the riches that Thou
gavest me. Wherefore, I cry to Thee with the voice of the prodigal son, saying, I have sinned
before Thee, O compassionate Father, receive me repentant, and make me as one of Thy hired
servants.
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THE EPISTLE
(For Discovery of the Forerunner’s Honorable Head)
The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. O God, hear my voice.
The Reading is from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:6-15)

Brethren, it is the God Who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” Who has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have
this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to
us. We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. While we live we
are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in
our mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you. Since we have the same spirit of faith
as he had who wrote, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we too believe, and so we speak, knowing that
He Who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into His
presence. For it is all for your sake, so that as grace extends to more and more people it may
increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

ALl

() el Al G adid el Gunall = 4
)5S b (AN J g Sl g0 Gl Ay (g0 S
15-6:4 L5558 2 Al )l

b A e A8 jra s Y Ly gl 8 (350 () 58 Ty g Al (e (30 () el () D) 0 8 sa
Sl el JS (A Opilaie Ve Y all 87l Juad () S0 438 54 4l & 5 s Ul el & gy 4an g
o OS5 Gnsohay ol sdha g K1y Cpaghamas el g KUy Cpoiatas (G eanie e
c«\:\a\ﬂ\u;_a\jy cUJL».;\‘;\i'ag\ &wa@;)@kﬂ&}ue@)l\ﬁu)upasm&\@ughh cL'):\SS\A

Lid (5 08 Cisald A0l Loluad & Uiyl & son Bln jedail & s dal (o0 cisall ) Gl QL
GAl 5 s Ul o olaalSs I g Cuial ) i€ Le s e digny Glag¥) 255 L 2K 3Ll

FEBRUARY 24, 2008 LITURGY VARIABLES 2 THE PRODIGAL SON



Slal e 98 oo IS (Y aSan i g guay Uil (i Lo & g Sl 21 (631 ) cpalle 1S5
A aad ol 3 o FSY) S daadl) S S
THE GOSPEL
(For Sunday of the Prodigal Son)
The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (15:11-32)

The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.” And he divided
his living between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living. And when he had
spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want. So he went
and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him
anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have
bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I
will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet;
and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to make merry. Now his elder son was
in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he
called one of the servants and asked what this meant. And he said to him, “Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.” But
he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his
father, ‘Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you
never gave me a kid that I might make merry with my friends. But when this son of yours came,
who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!” And he said to
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) IN TONE EIGHT
Praise ye the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Alleluia.

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John—the First and Second discoveries of
his honorable head we commemorate this day—of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of
our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community;
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the saints: have mercy
on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.

Choitr: Amen.
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