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DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, JULY 18, 2010
TONE 7 / EOTHINON 8

SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS OF FOURTH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

MARTYR EMILIANOS OF SILISTRIA IN BULGARIA; JOHN, METROPOLITAN OF CHALCEDON;
STEPHEN, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the
sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS IN TONE EIGHT
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as

luminous stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most merciful
One, glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION IN TONE FOUR
Today is the beginning of our salvation and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for
the Son of God becometh the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do
we shout with him to the Theotokos, Rejoice, and O full of grace! The Lord is with thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF PROPHET ELIAS IN TONE FOUR
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O angelic of body, pillar of the prophets and their cornerstone, the second forerunner of the
coming of Christ, the venerable and glorious Elias, thou didst send grace from on high to Elisha
to dispel sicknesses and purify lepers. Wherefore, he overflows with healing to those who honor
him.
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KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant,
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to St. Titus. (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. I desire you to insist on these things, so that those who
have believed in God may be careful to apply themselves to good deeds; these are excellent and
profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the
law, for they are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after admonishing him
once or twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is perverted and
sinful; he is self-condemned. When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do your best to come to
me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing. And let our people learn to apply
themselves to good deeds, so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All who
are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love us in the faith. Grace be with you all.
Amen.
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THE GOSPEL
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19)

The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot
be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all
in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father Who is in heaven. Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the
prophets; I have come not to abolish them, but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men
so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”
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e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable
apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose
Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of
our venerable and God-bearing Fathers—especially those of the Fourth Ecumenical Council
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whom we commemorate today—of Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy community; of
the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of the Martyr Emilianos of Silistria
in Bulgaria; John, metropolitan of Chalcedon; and Stephen, patriarch of Constantinople, whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He
is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy
upon us and save us.
Choir: Amen.
SAINT ELIAS THE PROPHET
July 20

Elias of great fame was from Thisbe or Thesbe, a town of Galaad (Gilead), beyond the Jordan.
He was of priestly lineage, a man of a solitary and ascetical character, clothed in a mantle of
sheep skin, and girded about his loins with a leathern belt. His name is interpreted as "Yah is my
God." His zeal for the glory of God was compared to fire, and his speech for teaching and rebuke
was likened unto a burning lamp. From this too he received the name Zealot. Therefore, set
aflame with such zeal, he sternly reproved the impiety and lawlessness of Ahab and his wife
Jezebel. He shut up heaven by means of prayer, and it did not rain for three years and six months.
Ravens brought him food for his need when, at God's command, he was hiding by the torrent of
Horrath. He multiplied the little flour and oil of the poor widow of Sarephtha of Sidon, who had
given him hospitality in her home, and when her son died, he raised him up. He brought down
fire from Heaven upon Mount Carmel, and it burned up the sacrifice offered to God before all
the people of Israel, that they might know the truth. At the torrent of Kisson, he slew 450 false
prophets and priests who worshipped idols and led the people astray. He received food
wondrously at the hand of an Angel, and being strengthened by this food he walked for forty
days and forty nights. He beheld God on Mount Horeb, as far as this is possible for human
nature. He foretold the destruction of the house of Ahab, and the death of his son Ohozias; and as
for the two captains of fifty that were sent by the king, he burned them for their punishment,
bringing fire down from Heaven. He divided the flow of the Jordan, and he and his disciple
Elisseus passed through as it were on dry land; and finally, while speaking with him, Elias was
suddenly snatched away by a fiery chariot in the year 895 B.C., and he ascended as though into
heaven, whither God most certainly translated him alive, as He did Enoch (Gen. 5:24; IV Kings
2: 11). But from thence also, after seven years, by means of an epistle he reproached Joram, the
son of Josaphat, as it is written: "And there came a message in writing to him from Elias the
Prophet, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of David thy father, Because thou hast not walked in
the way," and so forth (Il Chron. 21:12). According to the opinion of the majority of the
interpreters, this came to pass either through his disciple Elisseus, or through another Prophet
when Elias appeared to them, even as he appeared on Mount Tabor to the disciples of Christ.
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