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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE 
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, 
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the 
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, 
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. 
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APOLYTIKION OF FORE-FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE FOUR 

Let us, O believers, come forth and welcome the Transfiguration of Christ, joyfully celebrating 
the preparation of the feast and declaring aloud: Verily, the day of divine rejoicing hath arrived; 
the Master ascends Mount Tabor to shed forth the radiance of His Godhead. 
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ANNUNCIATION IN TONE FOUR 
Today is the beginning of our salvation and the manifestation of the mystery from the ages; for 
the Son of God becometh the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaimeth grace. Wherefore, do 
we shout with him to the Theotokos, Rejoice, and O full of grace! The Lord is with thee. 
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KONTAKION OF FORE-FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE FOUR 
Today doth the whole of human nature glitter in the divine Transfiguration, in a divine manner, 
shouting with joy: Christ is transfigured, the Savior of all. 
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THE EPISTLE 
(For the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.  Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous. 
The Reading is from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (4:9-16) 

Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to death; 
because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men.  We are fools for 
Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ.  We are weak, but you are strong.  You are held in 
honor, but we in disrepute.  To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill clad and buffeted 
and homeless; and we labor, working with our own hands.  When reviled, we bless; when 
persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as 
the refuse of the world, the off scouring of all things.  I do not write this to make you ashamed, 
but to admonish you as my beloved children.  For though you have countless guides in Christ, 
you do not have many fathers.  For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel.  I 
urge you, then, be imitators of me. 
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THE GOSPEL 
(For the Tenth Sunday of Matthew) 

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (17:14-23) 
At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, “Lord, have mercy 

on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often 
into the water.  And I brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal him.”  And Jesus 
answered, “O faithless and perverse generation, how long am I to be with you?  How long am I 
to bear with you?  Bring him here to me.”  And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of 
him, and the boy was cured instantly.  Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why 
could we not cast it out?”  Jesus said to them, “Because you have no faith.  For truly, I say to 
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you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here 
to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.  This kind never comes out 
except by prayer and fasting.” As they were traveling together through Galilee, Jesus said to 
them, “The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him, and He 
will rise on the third day.” 

�C�5�
��5�����5�
����
� 

������
�1��"�;
�L�S��D����
����SS������aK�����C2T������U��	V� 

�����������I��'4��&:'�� �'�S�"'2�M� �̀�����$� �O�&����L�$� �S'���� �����#A�
� �+��'��12��cd�����������&�P�I@'������M��P��*I�
� �D�e&��12�&7P��5&��&:P��H'2�1���
�R���R�
�MB7��� ���

����12�6
����'��&9'����:P���6
����S'�������������&Z� )>����R�I/�
�&5�
'�����R�'�'2��+����='����&: ��#�'4�R�'4���M�W����
�12�6
���'�������P��
���c%��I��'4���&O�&�����7��"I@'2��cd���B�/

�����������f� � ���'��I/�L'����L'���M���5�����/�L'� ���L�$�M&g��R<I�
�M����e&��
�&��'h�]���"�
����#1�$��:���#� ��*�����'�&��*�L�$�ci���������&:>�����g��'!'2�&O�&����&Z����'��


��������<�S#��
� �+����R����&�= j�
� �1�)SS ����&��'
 �P��
%����������
� ��'4��� �̂
���)�
�L�<� �O�&����L�$�  ����=P��
� �'���� �̂�J'�������cd�����R�I/�&��'��R9�
'��'��R�'�� 
����

f&:�"��>! ���c��&O�&�����&���I��'�'2��cd�� �������$������5����i�
�1-�H'2��� �'��]�� 4I/�P?���d��k����������������"�
�
������� �� �'��� �>� �'������� '!�
���#����]�>���� �̀�����$�� �'�����'���'�

���������̀W1'��� �R�'��<�&�P��5'����	���Ml���'�>���'2��+�'�&*�L�$��'�&��*�R����l���'�>�
%���������#C�
�����=#C�����-	�$�&g&�>!���	�&D>��"�
�
��*��m%c��>��$���������&�#���'����
� ��'��

&O�&�����&�'��I��'4�������"�
�12�c�d&�� �����0���P��
�������
�12���&:'�� � �>���'2��D�P��
�E��R�I/�L�$���P���&��R�I/� 9̀��RA&����'����
����
�#��$%c 

KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN) IN TONE EIGHT 
Praise ye the Lord from the heavens; praise Him in the highest. Alleluia. 

 
THE DISMISSAL 

Priest:  May He Who is risen from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His 
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving 
Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable 
apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople; of the 
holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of the 
holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of Saint N., the patron and protector of 
this holy community; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyr Eusignios of Antioch; and 
New-martyr Habakkuk of Thessalonika, whose memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints: 
have mercy on us and save us, for as much as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 
 

Choir:  Amen. 
 

Transfiguration 
  
The Feast of the Transfiguration is one of the twelve Great Feasts in the liturgical year of the 
Eastern Orthodox Church and is observed by it on August 6. The Transfiguration falls during the 
Dormition Lent,  
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Jesus Christ, in speaking to His disciples, often told them that He was to go to Jerusalem to 
receive suffering at the hands of the high priests and the teachers of the Law, that he was to be 
killed and to be resurrected on the third day. The apostles believed that Jesus was the long 
awaited Messiah, but they were deeply distressed at the thought of His suffering and could not 
bear to hear that He, the Son of God and the Messiah, would be degraded, would suffer, and 
would die. The disciples still had earthly hopes about the glory of the Saviour. They hoped that 
Jesus would free Judea from the Roman Empire's rule and would restore the Kingdom of Israel. 

To strengthen their faith for the time when they would see Him suffering and to take their minds 
off earthly thoughts, Jesus Christ showed His disciples His Divine glory. Not long before His 
suffering, Jesus took three of His disciples - Peter, James, and John - and led them up a high 
mountain, Tabor, to pray. Walking a little distance from them, He began to pray while the 
exhausted disciples fell asleep. When they awoke, they saw their Teacher transfigured: His face 
shone like the sun, and His clothing was white as snow and glittering like light. And standing 
with Jesus were two prophets - Moses and Elijah - who appeared in their heavenly glory to talk 
with Jesus about how He would soon fulfil God's purpose by suffering and dying in Jerusalem. 

"When they awakened, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. And it came to 
pass as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, 'Master, it is good for us to be here; and 
let us make three tabernacles: one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah' - not knowing 
what he was saying" (Luke 9:32-33). "While he yet spoke, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them. And behold, a voice out of the cloud, said, 'THIS IS MY BELOVED SON IN WHOM I AM 
WELL PLEASED. HEAR YE HIM!' And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and 
were sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them and said, 'Arise, and be not afraid.' And 
when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, except Jesus only. And as they came down 
from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, 'Tell the vision to no man until the Son of Man 
be risen again from the dead' (Matt. 17:5-9). 

 

 THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST 

In the third year of His preaching, the Lord Jesus often spoke to His disciples of His approaching 
passion but at the same time of His glory following His suffering on the Cross. So that His 
impending passion would not totally weaken His disciples and that no one would fall away from 
Him, He, the All-wise, wanted to partially show them His divine glory before His passion. For 
that reason, He took Peter, James and John with Him and, with them, went out at night to Mt. 
Tabor and there was transfigured before them: "And His face shone as the sun and His garments 
became white as snow" (St. Matthew 17:2). There appeared along side Him, Moses and Elijah, 
the great Old Testament prophets. And, seeing this, His disciples were amazed. Peter said: "Lord, 
it is good for us to be here: if You will, let us make here three tabernacles; one for You, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah" (St. Matthew 17:4). While Peter still spoke, Moses and Elijah 
departed and a bright cloud overshadowed the Lord and His disciples and there came a voice 
from the cloud saying: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased; hear Him" (St. 
Matthew 17:5). Hearing the voice, the disciples fell to the ground on their faces as though dead 
and remained that way, lying in fear, until the Lord came near to them and said: "Arise and be 
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not afraid" (St. Matthew 17:7). Why did the Lord take only three disciples on Tabor and not all? 
Because Judas was not worthy to behold the divine glory of the Teacher, Whom he will betray 
and the Lord did not want to leave him [Judas] alone at the foot of the mountain so that the 
betrayer would not, by that, justify his betrayal. Why was our Lord transfigured on a mountain 
and not in a valley? So as to teach us two virtues: love of labor and godly-thoughts. For, 
climbing to the heights required labor and height represents the heights of our thoughts, i.e., 
godly-thoughts. Why was our Lord transfigured at night? Because, the night rather than the day 
is more suitable for prayer and godly-thoughts and because the night, by its darkness, conceals 
all the beauty of the earth and reveals the beauty of the starry heavens. Why did Moses and 
Elijah appear? In order to destroy the error of the Jews, as though Christ is one of the prophets; 
Elijah or Jeremiah or some other that is why He appears as a King above the prophets and that is 
why Moses and Elijah appear as His servants. Until then, our Lord manifested His divine power 
many times to the disciples but, on Mt. Tabor, He manifested His divine nature. This vision of 
His Divinity and the hearing of the heavenly witness about Him as the Son of God, should serve 
the disciples in the days of the Lord's passion, in strengthening of an unwavering faith in Him 
and His final victory.  
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