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Upcoming Events 
 
Kids Christmas Party 
Our Junior Youth Group is organizing our Children 
Christmas Party in our Church Hall on December 16th 
(2:00 PM to 5:00 PM) for our younger bunch.  Many fun 
events are planed to keep the little bodies busy bodies.  
  
For more information, please contact: 
Jason Quiring at 239-4456 
 
New Years Party 
We hope that you can bring in the New Year with us at on 
December 31st.  Tickets are going fast.  There will be lots 
of food and prizes as well as live Arabic music.  
 
Location:  Westgate Community Center 
Dinner:    8:30 PM 
 
For more information and tickets, please contact Jourieh 
Chahine at 240-1730.  
 
Youth and Church School 
Although Youth and Church School are not really 
upcoming events, they are on going until the summer.  Our 
Youth and Church School programs are an essential part of 
our Church since our children are our future.  We strongly 
recommend to all parents to encourage their children to be 
part of this fun learning experience. 
 
Church School:       Grades 1 to 6 
Junior High School Youth:     Grades 7 to 10 
Senior Youth Group:      Grades 11 to age 20 
 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church of the Annunci ation 

 
Father Ibrahim Chahoud 

3107 – 40th Street SW Calgary AB,  T3E 3C9 
(403)  217-1131 

The True Meaning of Christmas 
 
For many, Christmas is a very busy time of year.  The 
realization that it is now December and we haven’t 
prepared anything for the holiday season puts much 
stress upon us.  By trying to find the many perfect gifts 
for loved ones, the perfect Christmas tree, or finding 
the best turkey to cook, will make it somewhat difficult 
for us to really enjoy the true meaning of Christmas. 
 
Christmas is not simply a time to open gifts. It is also a 
time to open our souls to Christ, and receive the fresh 
true gift of His love.  God’s gift to us is His son Jesus 
Christ Himself.  Opening up our souls is certainly not 
easy since we have them deeply buried and disguised 
with anger, envy, and greed.  As Christians, we need to 
work towards getting rid of the darker elements of our 
souls by taking a close inventory of ourselves; a fearless 
moral inventory.  It is the fullness of Christ’s gift that 
we are after.  Without this inner spiritual work, all the 
fasting that we do becomes meaningless.  As such, the 
Nativity Fast is not just about changing our diet; it is 
about changing our lives. 
 
The Gift of God is not what Christ can do for us, but 
Who He Himself actually is; hence knowing the fullness 
of our Savior. We must learn and know that Christ is 
the Gift, and when we do, we will be enlightened and 
enlarged. The one who does know will not only be 
satisfied and content, but will have abundance of Life 
radiating from within.  
 
The Christmas rush is here and before you know it, 
December 25th will soon be upon us. Remember, as we 
live our way through the month December, preparing 
for the “True Meaning of Christmas” is receiving the 
greatest gift of all – the renewed joy of Jesus Christ 
Himself. 
 
 

"As the fullness of God - all that He is and all that He 
has - dwells in Christ , so the fullness of Christ - all that 

He is and all that He has - dwells in you 
 (Colossians 2:9,10)." 

 
 
Merry Christmas! 



For more information about youth programs please 
contact: 
Rachel Huebert: 239-4456 (Home)  801-9103 (Cell) 
Father Ibrahim:    242-1250 
 
Bible Study 
Father Ibrahim welcomes all to bible study sessions that 
will take place at the Church hall on the first Wednesday 
of every month in Arabic (7:00 PM), as well as the last 
Saturday of every month in English (5:00 PM).  Bible 
study is very casual and informal with lots of interesting 
discussions about the bible; it’s also a great way to get to 
know Father Ibrahim. 
 
Kindly Reminders 
 
Church Membership 
We kindly remind all that Church Membership is due. The 
fees are as follows: 
Family Member:  $250.00 
Single Member:  $100.00 
Full Time Students: $  50.00 
 
Please contact: Nasr Chahine: 240-1730 
 
Church Email Database 
To get your name on our email database, simply send an 
email to webmaster@antiochiancalgary.org stating your 
name and that “you wish to be on the email list”. It’s that 
easy! 
 
Holy Bread and Church Cleaning 
We are always looking for people to make holy bread for 
Sunday services.  As well, we always need help keeping 
our church clean on a weekly basis.  After all we want our 
entire congregation to walk into a tidy and clean Church 
every Sunday.  If you are willing to help, Please contact 
anyone on the Parish Council to have your name put on a 
list for the day you wish to help. 
 
Special Thank You’s 
 
We would like to thank the Ladies Auxiliary for their usual 
hard work and commitment.  December’s Bake Sale was a 
huge success.  We also would like to thank all those who 
donated wonderful crafts and tasty sweets.  The falafel 
sandwiches were especially scrumptious! 
 
A special thanks goes to our church school  group for 
decorating cookies on December 9th for the homeless.  We 
are sure these best-ever cookies will put smiles on many 
faces.  Great work! 
 
Important Church  Dates 
 
Father Ibrahim welcomes all to Vespers every Saturday at 
6 PM and Confessions will follow.  As well: 
 
Dec. 10th  - Sunday:  The Feast of St, Nicolas – 10 AM 
Dec, 24th  - Sunday:  Divine Liturgy - 10:00 AM 
Dec. 25th - Monday:  Divine Liturgy  Feast of the Nativity  
        11:00 AM 

 
Jan. 1st - Monday:    New Year Divine Liturgy – 7 PM 
Jan. 6th - Saturday:   Feast of the Holy Theophany of our  
                    Lord God and savior Jesus Christ. 
Jan. 14th - Sunday:    St. Anthony the Great  
 
Nativity of Jesus 
The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the most joyful 
days of the Orthodox Church. It ranks next to the greatest 
holiday, the Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Birth 
of Jesus is also known as the "Incarnation of Christ." This 
means that Jesus became a man and came into the world to 
save us. We also refer to this joyous feast as Christmas. 

The story of the Nativity of Christ is beautifully told in the 
Holy Scriptures. The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 
and in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the Birth of Jesus 
is told, we realize that it is an important event. 

*** 
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