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Christ is risen Truly He is risen!

Great and Holy Friday
When Friday dawned, Christ was sent bound from Caiaphas
to Pontius Pilate, who was then Governor of Judea. Pilate
interrogated Him in many ways, and once and
acknowledged that He was innocent, but to please the Jews,
he later passed the sentence of death against Him. After
scourging the Lord of all as though He were a runaway
slave, he surrendered Him to be crucified.

Thus the Lord Jesus was handed over to the soldiers, was
stripped of His garments, was clothed in a purple robe, was
crowned with a wreath of thorns, had a reed placed in His
hand as though it were a sceptre, was bowed before in
mockery, was spat upon, and was buffeted in the face and
on the head. Then they again clothed Him in His own
garments, and bearing the cross, He came to Golgotha, a
place of condemnation, and there, about the third hour, He
was crucified between two thieves. Although both
blasphemed Him at the first, the thief at His right hand
repented, and said: "Remember me, O Lord, when Thou
comest in Thy Kingdom," to which our Saviour answered,
"Today shalt thou be with Me in Paradise." As He hung
upon the Cross, He was blasphemed by those who were
passing by, was mocked by the high priests, and by the
soldiers was given vinegar to drink mixed with gall. About
the ninth hour, He cried out with a loud voice, saying, "It is
finished." And the Lamb of God "Which taketh away the
sin of the world" (John 1:29) expired on the day when the
moon was full, and at the hour when, according to the Law,
was slain the Passover lamb, which was established as a
type of Him in the time of Moses.

Even lifeless creation mourned the death of the Master, and
it trembled and was altered out of fear. Yet, even though the
Maker of creation was already dead, they pierced Him in
His immaculate side, and forthwith came there out Blood
and Water. Finally, at about the setting of the sun, Joseph of
Arimathea came with Nicodemus (both of them had been
secret disciples of Jesus), and they took down the all-holy
Body of the Teacher from the Cross and anointed it with
aromatic spices, and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. When
they had buried Him in a new tomb, they rolled a great
stone over its entrance.

Such are the dread and saving sufferings of our Lord Jesus
Christ commemorated today, and in remembrance of them,
we have received the Apostolic commandment that a fast be
observed every Friday.

& 5 Gally dexill ga PR ,@.m,d\ & s Llac!| 3ally daxdll
bl e Ul GipdS) aim b cadd 8 g slally 3all (3 k)
Al a3 Aada)) s g sy

Jis Ladld ) paal) a3 o AlS ulS 138 oY) Linasd 8 138
Lo L s A5 IS 5 (1 AL (g ) () Adladl) (e (5
\JJLHB;.\_).GYUM;}@@WQ@\M&QHSU,LJSM&M\J
g s a5 Liliae | lad) 5 ) slaie A iSl) analiy sy ¥ 5 g
OsSal Al i 5l 03gn  paliall (pas A o8 5 Lghias (5 53Sud
Lie 4 el d8iain Lo 1 5 (5550 108 () (e s (i pafiane ¢l 8
Onal darill & oSLal (3509 Y Ak <Al

o8 s o8 pransal

Dates to Remember

Easter Church Services
Friday April 6" - Lamentation - Procession of the Tomb
at 7:30 PM

Saturday April 7" - The Resurrection - Easter Sunday Holy
Pascha - 10:00 PM

Sunday, April 8" - Easter Monday service at 3:00 PM.
We encourage all to bring snacks, eggs,
juice, and sweets to celebrate Easter.

General Meeting & Parish Council Elections

On Sunday April 22, 2006, the Church of the Annunciation
will have its general meeting after church service downstairs
in the church hall. All are welcome to attend.

April 22™ will also be the last day that our elections
committee will be accepting nominations for two positions
available on our Parish Council. Nominations are only open
to those who have paid their 2007 church membership. If you
feel that you are qualified and you would like to have a strong
contribution to the growth of our church, please consider
forwarding your name for nomination.

One May 6, a secret ballot vote will take place to elect the
nominated Parish Council members.

Spring Party — “Hafla”

Our annual “Spring Party” will be held on April 28, 2007 at
the Westgate Community Center. Please contact Jourieh
Chahine for more details and tickets at 240-1730.




Youth and Church School

We are excited to offer comprehensive children and youth
programming in our church. We have a vibrant and growing
group of well over 30 children and we enjoy teaching and
interacting with them. We have weekly church school and
youth meetings as well as regular social events. Come on out
and join us! We are committed to help your children have a
better understanding of their faith as we strive to become like
Christ in not only word and thought, but also in action.

Youth and Church School Times
Children Grades 1 — 6:
Saturdays at the church from 5:00 - 6:00pm.

Youth Grades 7 — 10:

Fridays from 7:00 - 9:00pm. (Please call us for

the location. We alternate between the church and other
venues.)

Please don't hesitate to call us if you would like more
information.

Abouna Ibrahim: 242-1250 or 561-8884

Jason Quiring & Rachel Huebert: 239-4456 or 801-9103

Kind Reminders

Holy Bread and Church Cleaning

We are always looking for people to make holy bread for
Sunday services. As well, we always need help keeping our
church clean on a weekly basis. After all we want our entire
congregation to walk into a tidy and clean Church every
Sunday. If you would like to offer your assistance, please
contact anyone on the Parish Council to have your name put
on a list for the day you wish to help.

Church Etiquette

As the Easter Paschal service nears, our small church will be
busy and crowded. We hope that you all attend church on
time, and being late would not guarantee you a seat upstairs.
We try our best to accommodate everyone. We now have a
speaker system downstairs which will allow adults and
children alike to listen to the service and there are plans to
have a TV set up to also watch it as well. We are finding that
the noise level from downstairs is interrupting our church
services and we ask for your cooperation and help in this
matter. We would like to make Church a comfortable
experience for all to attend.

Special Thank You’s

We would like to thank the Ladies Auxiliary for their usual
hard work and commitment. The March Spring Bake Sale
was a huge success. We also would like to thank all those
who donated tasty sweets. The falafel sandwiches and the
“manakish bil zaatar” were delicious as usual. We can’t wait
for the next one!

Poem for Thought

God almighty, our holy one

Conquering, victorious and risen son
Saviour, redeemer, Lord of light

You saved me, freed me, and gave me life
Is there a way that | can repay

What it cost you my Lord that fateful day?
When you gave your life upon the cross
For all mankind eternally lost

For I know I could never pay the price
The cost of your eternal sacrifice

For salvation is a gift that you freely gave
When you died and arose from the grave
The hope that came from your sacrifice

Is the hope we have of eternal life

A Message from Father Ibrahim

“We welcome all of you to our church and may God bless you
and keep you, and fill you with joy and peace of His presence.
It’s especially pleasant to see the many un-familiar faces in
our Church and we pray for these faces to become a very
familiar part of our congregation. A Happy Easter to all and
we wish everyone that joy which our blessed Lord’s
Resurrection brings.”
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